FATHERHOOD  FOUNDATION 
TV  ADVERTS  GO  NATIONAL

Fatherlessness Epidemic
We live in one of the most desirable countries in the world and yet our birthrate has dropped below population replacement and we have the highest rate of youth suicide in the world.  Australia’s rates for rape, suicide and divorce are among the worst in the world.  Australia faces an epidemic of fatherlessness.  To highlight the plight of Australian families, the Fatherhood Foundation has produced the Fatherlessness Fact Sheet *:

· Fatherlessness increases child abuse

· Fatherlessness increases drug abuse

· Fatherlessness increases crime

· Fatherlessness increases poverty

· Fatherlessness lowers educational performance in children

· Fatherlessness costs Australia 3.5 billion dollars per year
Many would argue that fatherlessness in Australia is amongst the worst in the world.

TV Stations Across the Nation

Five year old Rebecca Neal is telling Aussie dads on national TV that they are important and can be the best.  The Community Service Announcement is playing on almost all the commercial TV stations across the nation #.  In the CSA Rebecca says “Dad’s fix things…all sorts of things…even broken hearts.”  The final caption says “When I look up I see my Father.”  The 3 ad series, featuring Rebecca Neal, 5 years, Joshua Harrison, 9 years and Megan Schubert, 7 years, are all aimed at encouraging Aussie dads for Father’s Day and beyond.

The advertisements have been produced by the Fatherhood Foundation, which has a goal to inspire men to a greater level of excellence as fathers and role models.  The aim of the Fatherhood Foundation is to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers.  Only this will break the generational cycle of mediocrity.

Best Dads in the World

Warwick Marsh, of the Fatherhood Foundation says, 

“What Australia needs more than anything else is fathers – both natural and spiritual.  Australia needs husbands who will love their wives and fathers who love their children.  The team at the Fatherhood Foundation believes that together Australians can create the ‘best dads in the world’.

Father’s Day, 1st September

This Father’s Day, 1st September, marks the launch of a weekly inspirational e-mail with encouragement and success strategies for busy and single dads.  The Fatherhood Foundation team invite fathers to register on-line for your free weekly encouragement at www.fathersonline.org.
*  see enclosed Fatherlessness Fact Sheet

#  see enclosed list of television stations
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