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Fatherhood today in Australia is in crisis and the pain is plainly evident across our community. Whether caused by divorce and broken families, or by deliberate single parenting, more and more children grow up without fathers. Indeed, 85 per cent of single parent families are fatherless families. Father absence has been shown to be a major disadvantage to the well being of children.

The Fatherhood Foundation has brought together 32 delegates representing 25 organisations such as non-profit charities working for fathers, church groups, fathering counselling services, men’s support and rights groups, psychologists, former Members of Parliament, family law reform groups, lobby groups etc to share experiences, discuss significant issues and form the basis of a stepping stone for national change to address “fatherlessness”.

As a group, we believe in the following initiatives:

1.
Fathering & families need to be encouraged and supported positively. One idea to support this goal is to run a Family week and a “Fathering, Be In It” national campaign. The end objective is to benefit our children who are our future. 

2.
The tragic problem of men’s suicide is now greater than the national road toll. It requires immediate and concerted focus and action.

3.
Current legislation such as the Family Law Act is not helping the situation of fatherlessness improve. Such legislation needs critical review and appropriate amendment to benefit families.

4.
The area of public awareness, education and training programs and support services to help fathers and families is needed.

5.
Exploring future need for an organization eg Australian Fatherhood Institute as a national body to co-ordinate an extensive national program to empower, educate, inspire and engage everyone in helping Aussie dads become better dads. 

Where to from here is a National Fathering Conference with workshops over 2 days in August in order to work out the detail on proposals and initiatives that can be tabled. These proposals and initiatives will outline a long term national strategy and approach involving all organizations in partnership with government and business.

The future of our nation and children depends on this success.
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