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National Strategic Conference on Fatherhood

Parliament House Canberra 18 - |9 August 2003



        
MEDIA RELEASE
Government Urged to Give Parliamentarians More Time for Their Families
Father’s Day will never be the same again following the National Strategic Conference on Fatherhood (NSCF) in Canberra. The inaugural Conference released 15 strategies to restore the importance of fatherhood and turn the tide of fatherlessness in Australia.

Fatherhood Foundation president and conference convenor, Warwick Marsh said it was encouraging to see bipartisanship support for the Fatherhood conference. “Fathers factor significantly in the lives of their children.  There is simply no substitute for the love, participation and commitment of a dependable father,” he said. “We need to restore Australian fatherhood by creating positive images of men as fathers and recognise the importance of their role in society.”
Groundswell of support 

The two day conference reflects a groundswell of support for the restoration of fatherhood. A number of groundbreaking initiatives were agreed to at the Conference. “Australia would become a world leader if the Conference strategies in the area of mentoring for men and boys and transitions to manhood were implemented. Other important strategies advanced at the Conference involved recommendations for family law reform.  This included joint physical custody, fairness in child support and early intervention to prevent marriage failure. Improvements to boy’s education and health for men as fathers were other strategic outcomes that need to be dealt with by the government.” Mr Marsh commended NSCF delegates for aspiring to work across both genders in relation to fatherhood issues.
Moved by Deep Concern

Moved by a deep concern for the problems parliamentarians have with their own children, Ian Hickman, Tasmanian Men’s Health & Wellbeing moved a motion: ‘We commend the parliamentarians for their service and sacrifice for the people of Australia and recommend that they take one extra day a month off to spend with their families.’  The average politician works between 60 and 70 hours per week and at a federal level spends half their year away from their children.  This is a great sacrifice. The introduction to the 12pt Plan says, ‘The national Fathering Forum also encourages fathers who are our political, civic, community and church leaders and all those in the public arena to work towards becoming fathers of excellence.’  
Mr Marsh said, “Politicians pay a heavy toll in their personal lives for the long hours working on behalf of their constituents and this fact needs to be recognised by the general public.  How can they become fathers of excellence to their children?  Special consideration must be given to them.  One day extra off a month to spend with their children would be a small recompense for their work and sacrifice for the people of Australia.” 
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