In Memory of Ron Williams

FATHER TO THE FATHERLESS 

It’s always hard when your father dies. Fathers give us so much and then they go away. 
We are never really ready for this passing. Such was the case with Aboriginal leader Ronnie Williams who was a father to the fatherless of our nation. Ron Williams died on Thursday 30th October 2003. He was 63. He was a spiritual father to the Fatherhood Foundation. Our dream to inspire fathers to be better fathers for the sake of their children was living in Ps Ron Williams heart long before the Fatherhood Foundation was born. You see, Ronnie Williams was a fatherless child himself. He knew what it was like to be separated from his mother and family by the dreaded rabbit proof fence welfare police. Perhaps it was the pain of being an outcast in white man’s society and fatherless himself that gave Ron the heart to be a father to the fatherless. 
Ron told the story of saying, “G’day Mate” with a smile to a man in the streets of Sydney. This same man turned angrily to Ron Williams and snarled in his face “You black bastard! I hate you…I wish to God that my forefathers had killed you all…you talk like us, you wear our clothes, but I still hate you!” Whilst this made Ron sad this did not stop him helping, loving and providing counsel to all who asked, black and white alike. The story of his life and his charitable work may be found in the book by his wife, Diana Williams, Horizon is Where Heaven and Earth Meet, Bantam Books © 2001. 

On Friday 7th November 2003 at 1:30pm, the Great Hall at Parliament House resounded with the sound of black and white alike singing songs of thanksgiving for Ps Ronnie Williams’ life of love and service for the people of Australia. It is interesting to note that Ps Ronnie Williams is only the second person in ten years to be accorded the honour of a memorial service in the Great Hall of Parliament House. This is a fitting tribute to a man of the people who was also a man of God. He met with heads of state, business executives, fatherless children and prostitutes and accorded them all the same respect. That is one of the reasons that Ron Williams was awarded the Fatherhood & Love Award by the National Strategic Conference on Fatherhood on Tuesday the 19th   August 2003. 

Diana Williams shared this story about her husband Ron that took place 24 hours before he died. Three doctors came to his bedside to report the bad news that the cancer was too aggressive and that further treatment would be of doubtful value. When the doctors told them this, Ron lifted off his oxygen mask and said, ‘I don’t want any further treatment, I have made my peace with God. I am ready to meet my maker’. Then taking Diana’s hand, he continued, ‘I have had a wonderful life and a wonderful wife and daughter. I want to thank you doctors and hospital staff for your patient and loving care while I’ve been here. I just want to say that the most important thing in someone’s life is to love their family’. The doctors were deeply moved and surprised. They had never before received thanks and love from anyone in such deep pain and at the point of death. 

Such was the story of Ron’s life, a father to the fatherless, loved by children, listened to by prostitutes and prison inmates and loved by Australians whether high or low. Uncle Ronnie Williams was an important inspiration in the forming of the Fatherhood Foundation. The Fatherhood Foundation salutes the passing of a true Aussie hero. Australia is poorer, but heaven is richer. 

For a photo of, and further information on Ps Ron Williams please go to: 
http://www.fathersonline.org/about/index.html 
For more information contact: 
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