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MEDIA RELEASE
Fatherhood Foundation 5th Dec 2003

Congratulations to Mark Latham from the Fatherhood Foundation on his election as Leader of The Opposition.  
We also take the time to appreciate and honour both Simon Crean and Kim Beazley for their past leadership of the ALP.  

Mark Latham is husband to Janine and father of two boys Oliver 3yrs and Isaac 1yr.  He is passionate about being a good father to his children.  Most nights when he is home he reads Dr Suess or A.A. Milne stories to his two young children.  

In one of his first question times as Leader of The Opposition, he said; ‘My question is to the Prime Minister, and I refer him to compelling research showing that if parents read aloud three story books a night to their infant children, then those children will be literate and do numbers by the time they reach school age.  Will the Prime Minister join with me now in a bi-partisan initiative to encourage all parents to read books to their infant children, plus provide special literary programs for those parents who may not have the skills to do so.’  The media reported this story with some cynicism but the truth of the matter is that Mark’s children were reading at a very early age because Mark was doing just what he was saying.

As MP Kirsten Livermore said; ‘Mark does not leave anyone guessing what he stands for.  He has been a conviction politician since day one.’
On the 26th of June 2003, Mark Latham with bi-partisan support from Hon Larry Anthony MP and Hon Ross Cameron MP, launched the 12 Point Plan to strengthen and support Australian Fathers.  ‘Turning the Tide of Fatherlessness’ was the stated aim of the plan which came out of a fathering forum organized by the Fatherhood Foundation.  At the launch of the plan Mark Latham said; ‘I think it(dads) are absolutely critical to the success and normality of our society, the sense of belonging, the sense of having identity and confidence about who we are, what we do in life.’

Mark Latham was one of the many speakers at the National Strategic Conference on Fatherhood held at Parliament House, Canberra in August 2003.  At the conference Mark said; ‘ The momentum is building, the time is right, and I have got to say the approach is right.  The approach of this conference and the Fatherhood Foundation is the right one… So there are policy changes.  There is awareness.  There is recognition, but at the end of the day I think what we are trying to achieve is to say ‘look, we are very, very proud of being dads, proud of fatherhood and wanting others to understand the pride and love which we bring to this wonderful activity in our lives.’  

The two major steps forward for Aussie dads over the past 12 months have been the establishment by Prime Minister John Howard of the Parliamentary Committee to look at shared parenting, and the election of Mark Latham as Leader of The Opposition.  

Congratulations Mark Latham!

Full copies of the 12 Point Plan, photos and text of speeches by Mark Latham made at the launch of the 12 point Plan and at the National Strategic Conference on Fatherhood are available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.fathersonline.org" ��www.fathersonline.org�
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