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Media Release
Fatherhood Foundation congratulates Prime Minister 

on his goal to strengthen marriage
The Fatherhood Foundation congratulates the Prime Minister and his government on his move to strengthen and support marriage.  The proposal to define marriage as the physical union of a man and woman for life is long overdue.  The fact that 1.5% of the population would like to demean marriage is not a sufficient argument to change the oldest institution known to man or woman.

Children need a father and a mother

A child is conceived when a man and a woman make love. A child is born 9 months later. This child is totally dependant on mum and dad.  Mothers and fathers complement each other in their important roles.  It has been shown by study after study around the world that a child needs a mother and a father to achieve the best results in life.  Sometimes, through tragedy, a child loses a mother or a father.  To force this upon our children by law is an aberration beyond belief.

The future of marriage will determine the destiny of Australia

To quote from the preamble to The 12pt Plan, prepared by the National Fathering Forum, in consultation with members from the broad Australian community:

The greatest resource this country possesses lies in the families of our nation. At the same time, the strength of our families depends on the quality of the relationships between its mothers and fathers. The quality of relationships between its mothers and fathers and their children will determine the destiny of Australia. . . . . . .   

The best way to ensure strong families is to support strong marriages.  This traditional family unit – a loving father, mother and their children – is the best way to nurture, educate and protect children.  This is the best social security system the world has ever known. 
Children have rights too
In all of our talk about rights we seem to forget the rights of the child.  The Fatherhood Foundation believes that every child has a fundamental right to both a father and a mother.  Earlier last week Mr Howard was confronted in parliament by a leading member of the opposition who claimed that the most important thing we can give our children is literacy.  The Prime Minister replied, “I disagree . . . the greatest gift you can give your children is love”.

Make marriage more exclusive

It is love between a man and a woman that produces a child. The Prime Minister is right: the greatest gift parents can give their children is love.  The Fatherhood Foundation is convinced that the greatest need a child has is for that love to continue.  Marriage between a man and woman for life is the best way to protect that love for our children.  To settle for anything less is simply second best.  Why should we betray our children? If anything we need to make marriage more exclusive, not less so.
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