NATIONAL MARRIAGE COALITION

Media release

Tuesday August 3 2004
National Marriage Forum set to show that marriage matters

An unprecedented number of people have expressed interest in the upcoming National Marriage Forum in Parliament House, Canberra. To be held at the Great Hall from 9:30am to 5pm on Wednesday August 4, concerned individuals from around Australia have declared that they will be there in large numbers to affirm the importance of marriage.

This follows what is believed to be a record number of submissions to the Senate Inquiry set up to review the Government’s proposed amendments to the Marriage and Family Law Acts. Staff report that the vast majority of the estimated 12,500 submissions seem to be in favour of the Government's amendments.

Forum organisers have been greatly encouraged by the nation-wide support and encouragement being shown about this historic day. The Great Hall will be filled on the day with enthusiastic supporters of marriage.

Sponsored by the National Marriage Coalition, the day long forum will feature some of the leading supporters of marriage, from academics and journalists to politicians and community leaders.

Some of the many speakers include:

The Hon John Howard, Prime Minister

The Deputy Prime Minister, John Anderson

Opposition Attorney-General, Nicola Roxon

Former tennis great, Rev Dr Margaret Court

Former RSL President, Major General ‘Digger’ James

Associate Professor Dr Tom Atobelli, UNSW 
Professor of Family Law Patrick Parkinson, University of Sydney

The Forum will provide a variety of voices focusing on a single theme: the overwhelming importance of marriage, and its many positive benefits. Couples, children and society all greatly benefit by this bedrock institution.

As such, a brand new document featuring ground-breaking research on the value of marriage will be launched at the Forum. Based on expert research from Australia and overseas, the booklet highlights “Twenty-One Reasons Why Marriage Matters”.

This event will be of major social and political significance. With broad support indicated by the depth of speakers coming to the Forum, this will have profound implications for the future of Australia and its families

For more information, please contact the National Marriage Forum coordinators:

Warwick Marsh 0418 225 212

Jim Wallace 0402 341 755

Bill Muehlenberg 0438 056 089

