MEDIA  RELEASE
MENTORING  FOR  BOYS  WILL  NOT  SOLVE FATHERHOOD  CRISIS

We applaud Mark Latham’s mentoring proposal for boys, but this does not address the core issue of our ‘masculinity crisis’.  The problem is much deeper than this.  The ‘fatherhood crisis’ has been with us since Botany Bay.  The father wound runs deep in the Australian heart.  How much longer must our children bear it?  Andre Malan says, “More than a million children in Australia under the age of 18 are living with one parent, usually the mother, and almost one-third of them rarely, or never, see their fathers . . . Any initiative that aims to lessen the difficulties experienced by boys is welcome, but we are overlooking the people tailor-made for mentoring boys: their fathers”.

Warwick Marsh from the National Fatherhood Coalition says, “Unless we begin to deal with the core issues which underlie our epidemic of fatherlessness, we won’t solve the problem.  The truth always hurts, but unless we embrace the truth we won’t be healed”.

The massive increase in fatherlessness in Australia over the last three decades has gone hand in hand with spiralling family breakdown.  Traditional morals and family values have been abandoned in favour of the ‘if it feels good, do it’ moral relativism.  Current research is showing that 68.9% of Australians believe that the fundamental values of our society are under serious threat (Roy Morgan Research, 12 months to the end of Dec 2002).  We have sown a wind and reaped a whirlwind.  Our children continue to pay the price for our selfishness.  The time has come to act, but this will involve a change of heart and a change of mind on our part.     

The federal election has been called, and we have just celebrated Fathers’ Day.  We must make use of this critical time in Australia’s history to make a call to the political parties of our nation to prioritise fatherhood and bring justice to our children.  We must ask our politicians to address the core issue of our masculinity crisis.  The ‘fatherhood crisis’ begs their attention.
TO THE GOVERNMENT, OPPOSITION AND ALL POLITICAL PARTIES
FROM THE FATHERS & MEN OF AUSTRALIA
1. National Fatherhood Summit – to address the fatherhood crisis

We call for a National Summit on Fatherhood to be held, as a matter of urgency, to turn the tide of fatherlessness in Australia and to strengthen and support fathers for the sake of the greater good of all Australians, men, women and children.

2. Father-Friendly Men’s Policy

We call for the development of father-friendly policies and pro-active marriage and family policies to support men as fathers and to address the crisis in men’s suicide and health.  We put forward The 12pt Plan to strengthen and support Australian fathers and turn the tide of fatherlessness in Australia as the foundational document for equitable and inclusive fatherhood and manhood policy development in Australia. 

3. Presumption of  Shared Parenting

We call for the presumption of equal parenting in family law as per point 6 of The 12pt Plan at http://www.fathersonline.org/press-release-26-06-03.html
For further enquiries: Fatherhood Foundation
PO Box 440, WOLLONGONG  NSW 2520

Warwick Marsh: 041 822 5212  or  02 4272 6677
Barry Williams: 0417 668 802   or   02 6258 4216
