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Media Release:  Fatherhood Foundation
Howard Government Betrays the Children of Australia
The Fatherhood Foundation has called the proposed family law amendments ‘a betrayal of the children of Australia’.  Warwick Marsh, convenor of the recent Fatherhood Forum at Parliament House, Canberra said, “The Howard government must take credit for the period of strong economic growth Australia is enjoying, but it must also take the credit for the strong devastating growth in fatherlessness that is destroying the future of Australia’s children.  Over one million children live without their biological father in the home.  Many of these children never see their father at all.  This must not be allowed to continue.  Children need both a father and a mother.  Shared parenting after divorce is the first stage of stemming the tide of fatherlessness in our nation”.

The Fatherhood Foundation released ‘Fathers in Families’ at the Fatherhood Forum on 21st June 2005.  This document shows how fatherlessness is associated with many grave social problems including increased crime, increased poverty, increased drug abuse, increased child sexual abuse, increased child physical abuse, increased levels of teenage suicide and bad educational outcomes for children.  Fatherlessness costs Australia over 13 billion dollars per year according to Dr Bruce Robinson from the University of Western Australia.  The 12pt Plan contained in ‘Fathers and Families’ makes perfect economic sense.  An Office for the Status of Fathers, as recommended in The 12pt Plan, would be the most cost effective investment in families this present government could make.  Such an office could help reel in the out-of-control government bureaucracy that doesn’t seem to understand the important contribution that fathers make to families.  Such an office could provide the necessary balance to ensure family law reform legislation is carried out correctly.  

The government thinks they can solve the population crisis by provision of the Baby Bonus, but what about the fatherhood crisis?  The government seems to have forgotten that it takes a mother and a father to create a child.  What father, or mother, wants to have children that may be taken from them on the whim of the court?  If the government can show leadership in other areas of much-needed reform, why can’t the present government reform the Family Law Court?  The Senate majority, now held by the government, leaves no room for excuse regarding family law reform. 

The enshrining in Australian family law of Shared Parenting, Point 6 of the 12pt Plan, will show the families of Australia that the government actually cares.  Common sense family law reform will encourage more men to marry.  Stable marriages will encourage more men and women to have children.  Only then can we begin to rebuild marriage as the bedrock institution of our nation.  Strong marriages build strong families.  Strong families build a strong nation.  “The government must seize the opportunity for family law reform and lead the way,” Mr Marsh said.

For further information: Warwick Marsh 041 822 5212 or 02 4272 6677
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