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MEDIA RELEASE

Flawed Family Law Reform Passed by Senate
At midnight on 30th March 2006 the fatally flawed family law reform was passed by the Senate. 
Warwick Marsh, founder of the Fatherhood Foundation said, "Whilst the reform bill is a step in the right direction, and contains some good ideas, the fundamental problem has not been fixed. The problem is the gender bias against the male of the species that is embedded in the culture of the Family Law Court and its many agencies. This gender bias is expressed in the many submissions that have been put in by these government agencies and counselling services against the 'rebuttable presumption of equal parenting time' as a starting point in family law reform."
"The current one-size fits all policy of sole custody will continue to predominate and children will continue to be robbed of one of their parents in over 95% of cases. Ninety percent of the time, this will be the father. Children need mother and a father for their proper development. Mothers and fathers contribute uniquely and importantly to a child's development. What part of the word equality does the Family Law Court establishment and the government not understand?"
Mr Marsh continued, "The fathers, mothers and children of Australia would like to salute Senator Steve Fielding of the Family First Party for bringing forward some common sense amendments that would have fixed the Family law Reform Bill and ensure that the Family Law Court would grant justice to our children and equality to mothers and fathers. Unfortunately these family friendly common sense amendments have been rejected by the government and the senate. All the indications point to the fact that the current family law reform, in the words of Waheed Ali, a family law court judge's associate, will continue to be more of a 'mirage' than a breakthrough. Children need equal access to both their mother and father. The children of Australia need justice, not more broken promises. How much longer must our children wait?"
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