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Marriage – Worth Fighting For!
A significant new document will be launched on Tuesday 18th September 2007 at the 'National Strategic Summit on Marriage, Family and Fatherhood' in Parliament House Canberra. The conference is being held in Room 2R1 and is sponsored on a bi-partisan basis by the President and Vice President of the Senate.
The 'Marriage Manifesto' presents an analysis of the current perspective and attitudes to marriage in Australia. It promotes the benefits of marriage, suggests that marriage is a social good and contains a wide range of pro-active ideas that, when implemented, will bring about a cultural shift where marriage is valued as an integral part of creating positive social capital that will build Australia as a great nation. The document has already received strong support and interest and is expected to encourage a rethink of public policy with the objective of increasing support for marriage and families.  
National Marriage Coalition Executive Directors, Neil and Jane Rookes, said “Marriage as we know it has been devalued, ignored and is often hammered and under attack from many directions. Marriage is often portrayed as irrelevant and today there are very few positive role models to provide inspiration for the next generation. It is time to draw a line in the sand and recognise the importance of married couples and strong families and the important contribution they make to our community.  The truth is that the overwhelming majority of Australians still have high aspirations to be married and to raise children in the proven best-practice model of a man and woman who create a loving family environment.”

Parents of five children, Byron and Francine Pirola co-authored the Marriage Manifesto and serve as the National Directors of Celebrate Love, a marriage education program.  They said "No one who marries aspires to divorce and no one who has experienced the pain of divorce would wish it on their friends.  Everyone wants their marriages to succeed, and as a society we need them to.  Marriage is the cornerstone of families and strong families provide enormous benefit to society.  It’s time, as a society, we start to actively support married couples being successful in their marriages... if for no other reason than enlightened self interest" 

Over sixty signatories representing counsellors, educators, academics and business leaders have already endorsed the Marriage Manifesto. They hope to see many of the ideas contained in the document implemented to effect a positive social change in our nation.
For more information contact:

Neil and Jane Rookes           0434 984 295
Byron and Francine Pirola 0418 419 912
National Marriage Coalition
28/18 Day Street North 
SILVERWATER NSW 2128       
02 96486464    www.marriage.org.au
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