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Media Release
Congratulations to Health Minister and Rudd Government on Men's Health Policy Announcement
The above announcement has brought great encouragement to the men and father's movement of Australia. From little things big things grow. Men's Health Week is a case in point. 

International Men's Health Week began at the Second World Congress on Men's Health in Vienna, Austria in October 2002. Several key delegates resolved to work together to launch International Men's Health Week (IMHW). Their aim was to increase awareness of male health issues on a global level and to encourage inter- and intra-national institutions to develop health policies and services that meet men's specific needs. International Men's Health Week is now an international institution and there is no telling how many men's lives it has saved. 

On 26th June 2003 the Fatherhood Foundation launched The 12pt Plan in Federal Parliament with bipartisan support. Point 11 of The 12pt Plan says: 
Being male is associated with a number of health disadvantages. For males, this results in higher rates of:
· Hospital admissions for most injuries and illnesses

· Premature death by unnatural causes such as suicides and accidents

· Undiagnosed mental illnesses 

· Suicide

· Alcohol and drug abuse

· Addictive anti-social behaviours
· Addictive gambling problems

The National Fathering Forum seeks to promote fathers’ health and well-being and to reduce the health disadvantage of being male.  This needs the assistance of the Government through increased government-funded initiatives.

Point 12 says:

The National Fathering Forum emphasised that a large number of deaths, injuries and illnesses that men experience are preventable. In addition, the health and well-being disadvantages of men and fathers is closely associated with social and economic disadvantage such as unemployment.  Men of Aboriginal and Torres Strait descent are particularly vulnerable to these health disadvantages.  These issues require an urgent response from both the government and non-government sectors. 

The urgent response has certainly been slow coming, but Warwick Marsh of the Fatherhood Foundation congratulates the Health Minister, Nicola Roxon, for the announcement of the first ever National Men's Health Policy  He said, "We are still hopeful that the Health Minister will find the time to meet with leaders from within the men and father's movement. So far Nicola Roxon's busy schedule has precluded her meeting with a health delegation of men and fathers. The wheels of change move very slowly but thankfully they are moving nonetheless." 
_____________________________

For further information please contact:  

Warwick Marsh - 0418 225 212


Fatherhood Foundation 

PO Box 542


UNANDERRA  NSW 2526


www.fatherhood.org.au 
