Peter Costello’s Commendation Speech
Awardees

Warwick Marsh, Convenor of the Men and Fathers Health Summit, has asked me to honour two people today and give them each an award.

The award is a Men and Fathers Health Summit Award and is in recognition of their outstanding service and sacrifice for the men and families of Australia.

Both people are activists and both have a science background but that is where the similarity ends.

The first is a woman who has been a champion for men’s rights for many years. Babette Francis is one of my constituents and I have the utmost respect for her.

Babette formed ‘Women Who Want to be Women’ in the late 70s in the middle of the militant feminist movement – a time when women were looked down on who chose not to pursue their careers at the cost of their families. This organisation later became known as the Endeavour Forum and has remained a strong voice for both men and women until this day.

In 1977 Babette Francis, in her job as a teacher, was appointed as a member of the Victorian Committee on Equal Opportunity in Schools. She refused to toe the typical feminist line and ended up writing a dissenting minority report.

Babette has attended several international UN Conventions on the Family where she spoke out strongly in defence of men. She has been a leader in her field as an advocate for boys and men for well over 30 years. I now ask her to receive this award and give a short response.

______________________________

The second person that the Men and Fathers Health Summit would like to recognise for their service and sacrifice for Australian men and families is Paul Whyte, from the Sydney Men’s Network.

Paul formed his first men’s group in 1976 and has been working with and helping men ever since. Interestingly Paul is a biochemist and has been an activist for many causes such as taking part in the Franklin Dam blockade and organising marches against rape and sexual abuse in the early nineties.
Paul was a pioneer in Australia of re-evaluation counselling and has been working with the international body for over 25 years. He found the Sydney Men’s Network in 1988. He was one of the driving forces behind the Australian and New Zealand Men’s Leadership Conference which later became the hotbed for the development of the Pathways Foundation.

Paul Whyte’s role in the men’s movement was immortalized in celluloid as the inspiration behind the award winning Australian movie, ‘Men’s Group’.

Paul has been called away at the last moment and so I call upon Mr Geoff Price to receive his award and say a few words. 

